
inJulyof2019,we,withthehelpofFr.thomasOnoda(SocietyofSt.
PaulX)andwiththesupportofmanyotherfriendsandcolleaguesboth
in Japan and from overseas, convened a symposium in downtown
tokyoonthethemeofthedarksideoftheenlightenment.thesym-
posiumwastimedtocoincidewiththe230th anniversaryoftheFrench
revolution(1789),acataclysmiceventwhichcontinuestosendshock-
waves throughsocietiesandculturesaround theworld.Ourpurpose
wastogathertogetherscholarsandotherpublicintellectualstoinves-
tigatetheever-unfoldingconsequencesofthatrevolution,andtointer-
rogatetheenlightenmentthinkingwhichgaverisetoitandwhich,like
the French revolution (and countless others like it), continues to
shape,forbetterorworse,thepresent.
Wehadhighhopesfortheconference,butwetriedtotemperthose

hopeswithrealisticexpectations.tokyois,afterall,veryfarfromboth
europeandtheUnitedStates,wheretheFrenchrevolutionisperhaps
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bestknownandstudied.And,evenmoreproblematic,thetwoofusare
unknownandunfunded.Wehadnothingtoofferprospectivepartici-
pantsexceptthechancetodiscusswhatwefelttobeatopicofurgent
importance.everyonewouldhavetopayhisorherownwaytoahot
andsteamytokyointhesummertime,takingachanceonwhetherany-
oneelsewouldevenshowup.Wearrivedatthesymposiumvenue—
generouslyprovidedbyMorgan’shomeuniversity—ontheappointed
morningandbegantosetuptheroom.
Wewere,quitesimply,overwhelmedbytheresponsetoourplanned

symposium.Scholars,priests,newspapereditors,authors,andinterested
audience members hailing from Japan of course, France, the United
States,england,andchinahonoreduswiththeirpresence.Manyattend-
edinperson,andothers,pressedfortime,verykindlysenttheirpresen-
tationsinvideoformat.Newfriendshipswereformed,andenduringones
werestrengthened.Wealsodiscoveredthatwewerehardlyaloneinour
skepticismoftheenlightenmentandourreservationsabouttheFrench
revolution,andrevolutioningeneral.Overthecourseofthe2019sym-
posium,welearnedthatoppositiontowhatweseeasthedehumanizing,
deracinating paradigms of theenlightenment, and the ideological vio-
lenceoftheFrenchrevolution,ispronounced.Godwilling,weplanto
holdanothersymposiumonasimilarthemeinthesummerof2023.
thefouryearsbetweenthefirstsymposiumand,ifwithGod’shelp

ourplanscometogether,thesecond,weremarkedbyaglobalnight-
mareofdisinformation,disease,anddeath.Oneofus(lacvivier)man-
agedtoputtogetherasmaller-scaleconferencein2021,withafewin-
personparticipantsandothersjoiningbyvideo.Butthechaosofthe
world kept us from meeting in number as we did in 2019. the
enlightenmentremainsveryreal.So,therefore,doestheneedtoassert
ourhumandignityinthefaceofit.itisourhopethatthepaperspub-
lishedhere,withoneexceptionoriginallypresentedatthe2019sym-
posium,willpointthewaytoabetterfuture.Someotherpaperspre-
sented at the 2019 symposium are being reworked for a future vol-
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ume—yet another reason, we submit, to look forward to a brighter
tomorrow.Astheenlightenmentandglobalrevolutionmount,so,too,
dowewhodonotaccepttheirinevitability.
itisonahopefulnotethatthepapersinthisvolumebeginaswell.

“Vandalisme révolutionnaire et patrimoine,” by Fr. Jean-François
thomas,SJ,startsoutthisspecialissue,remindingusthattheFrench
revolutioncanbeisolatedandunderstood.Fr.thomasanalyzeshow
theFrenchrevolution,whichheseesasthedestroyerofheritage,came
tofoundsecularheritageconservationasweknowittoday.Fr.thomas
stressestheprogrammaticand“decatholicizing”natureoftheattackon
Frenchheritagebyrevolutionaryforces,noting,forexample,that:

eneffet,levandalismeàlafrançaisenepeutsecomprendrequesitué
auseind'unprogrammeparfaitementorganisépourcréeruneèrenou-
vellemettantàbaslesanciensprincipes,Dieuetleroi.iln'estpasacci-
dentel,ilneprovientpasdudébordementdelapopulace.ilestunpro-
grammereligieuxayantpourbutde«décatholiciser»laFranceetde
remplacerlavraiereligionpardesreligionsderechangequicorrespon-
dent à trois étapes distinctes: le culte de la déesse raison sous la
constituante, celuide l'etreSuprêmesousrobespierre, et celuide la
théophilanthropiequimetsurlemêmeplanDieuetleshommes.

Fr. thomas then tracks this programmatic “vandalization” of
Frenchheritagebothreligiousandroyal,observinghowthehostilityto
GodandthronewhichmarkedtheFrenchrevolutioncontinuestoour
ownday.theseobservationsaregivenevenmoreimmediacybythe
April2019infernowhichtoreintoNotreDamecathedralinParis—a
tragic event which Fr. thomas notes in the very first lines of his
remarkableessay.Despitethesecenturiesofvandalism,however,what
isoncenamedcanbecounteredandovercome.thereinliesthehope.
the next paper, by Professor Agnieszka lekka-Kowalik—the

director of the John Paul ii institute at the John Paul ii catholic
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Universityoflublinandeditor-in-chiefofEthos—introducesreaders
to “the relevance of the lublin Philosophical School to the
contemporaryintellectualMilieu.”Professorlekka-Kowalikwasnot
atthe2019symposium,butitisforthisveryreasonthatweareallthe
happier to be able to include her outstanding essay here. the
enlightenmentdividesandfrightens,seemstooverpowerthoughtwith
paralysis,emotion,andfear.theuseofthemindrootedinreality,and
thewideningofthecircleofdiscoursebasedonempiricalandmeta-
physicaltruth,isasureantidotetotheenlightenment’spoisons.From
Poland,Professorlekka-Kowalikremindsus that“themodeofphi-
losophizingdevisedatthecatholicUniversityoflublininthe1950s,”
althoughknownbymanynames (such as “thelublinPhilosophical
School,thelublinSchoolofclassicalPhilosophy,thePolishSchool
ofrealistPhilosophy,andevenlublinthomism”),isimportantinno
smallpartbecausethelublinSchoolthinkerstookphilosophy“seri-
ouslyasasearchforanswerstofundamentalquestions.”thisisneed-
fulnowasperhapsneverbefore.
Andhowdowefindtheanswersweseek?“thecrucialfeatureof

lublinphilosophyisrealism,”Professorlekka-Kowalikwrites:

everything that exists–in the language of the School’s metaphysics
called “being”–may become an object of research.the proper object
should be neutral, i.e., it should enable our constant contactwith the
investigatedobject.So,realityisthefinalarbiterforourcognition.this
explainswhy truth is the goal of philosophical cognition. in ameta-
physicalsense,thetruthistheagreementofabeingwiththeplanofits
creator.inanepistemicsense,thetruthistheadaequatio intellectus et
rei,forwhenwewishtocognizeabeing,wemust“adjust”ourintellect
to thatbeing–whatdistinguishescognition fromimaginationorpro-
jection.So,thebeingisaproperobjectofourintellect.Whenwefor-
mulatearesultofourcognition–aproposition–wesayhowthingsare.
thisallowsustodistinguishcognitionfromerrorsorlying.
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the knowable reality of our surroundings is a strong counter-
punchtothekindof“utopiansocialism”(toborrowaphrasefromour
dai-sempai ProfessorPeterredpath)inwhichtheenlightenmentspe-
cializes.theworldisrealandwecanknowit.thisisahopeanda
joy!
Butthereremainsmuchworktobedone.inpeelingbackthelay-

ers of theenlightenment, finding the truth about fundamental ques-
tionsisinevitablypairedwithfindingthetruthabouteventsofthepast.
itisonthisindispensableintersection,betweenthoughtandmemory,
thatwe turn to theworkofPhilippePichot-Bravard,historianat the
UniversityofBrestandtheauthorof,amongothertitles,La Révolution
Française,winnerofthePrixrenaissancein2015.inhisessayforthis
special volume, “1789–1790: les premiers 14 Juillet:mythes fonda-
teursdelaFrancenouvelle,”ProfessorPichot-Bravardexaminessome
ofthefoundingmythsoftheFrenchrevolution,theirhistoricalreali-
tyandwhattheyteachusaboutthenatureoftherevolutionitself.the
revolutionaries, Professor Pichot-Bravard holds,wanted to eradicate
thepoweroftheFrenchthroneandofthecatholicchurchinFrance.
tothiseffect,ProfessorPichot-BravardquotesFrenchtheologianand
authorJean-JosephGaume(1802–1879),whowrote,inLa Révolution
(1859)andspeakingintherevolution’svoice:

Jesuislahainedetoutordrequel’hommen’apasétablietdanslequel
iln’estpasroietDieutoutensemble.Jesuislaproclamationdesdroits
del’hommesanssoucidesdroitsdeDieu.Jesuislafondationdel’état
religieuxetsocialsur lavolontéde l’hommeau lieude lavolontéde
Dieu. Je suisDieu détrôné et l’homme à sa place.Voilà pourquoi je
m’appellerévolution,c’est-à-direrenversement.

‘Hatred for all order not established by man, the privileging of
man’srightsaboveGod’s,andthefoundationofareligiousandsocial
statebasedonthewillofmaninplaceofthewillofGod’—thisseems
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toustobearemarkablysuccinctexpressionoftheFrenchrevolution,
aswellasoftheenlightenmentwhichdroveandstilldrivesit.
Pauldelacvivier,inhisarticleentitled“tribunalrévolutionnaireet

procèsduroietdelareine”(“therevolutionarycourtandthetrial
oftheKingandQueen”),explainshowtheFrenchrevolutionreversed
theorderofjusticethroughtheexampleofthetrialofKinglouisXVi
andQueenMarieAntoinette.Hecompares thisnewstateof revolu-
tionaryjusticewithjusticeinpre-modernJapan,andpointsoutthatthe
Frenchrevolutioncanbeunderstoodasa‘paganization’ofchristian
justice,acorruptionofthatwhichcamebefore.itisworthnotinghere
that lacvivier is the founder of the Ōken Gakkai (cercle d'Études
royales de tokyo), a multilingual group of scholars and laypeople
dedicated to deepening the understanding of pre-revolutionary, non-
enlightenmentformsofgovernmentandsocialorder.Hispaperisthus
part of amuch larger effort to understand ruptures and continuities
betweenthepresentandthepast,andbetweentheWestandtheeast.
Finally,JasonMorganoffersapapersomewhatsimilartotheshort

talkonthenatureoftheAmericanrevolutionhegaveatthe2019sym-
posium. For this special Studia Gilsoniana volume, Morgan looks
deeper into the American political arrangement over time to find
enlightenmentideologyandanti-catholicstrains(verysimilartorev-
olutionaryFrance) atwork inFrance’s sister in revolution.Working
againstarecentbookinconstitutional theorybynotedHarvardlaw
SchoolprofessorAdrianVermeule,Morganarguesin“commonGood
constitutionalism vs.America’s enlightenment civil religion” that
theenlightenment“civilreligion”oftheUnitedStatesstandsasafor-
midable obstacle against any attempt to realize a non-revolutionary,
non-(anda fortiori anti-)enlightenmentparadigminAmerica.
Weextendhereoursincerethankstotheeditorsandcopyeditorsof

Studia Gilsoniana, inparticularProfessorimeldachłodna-Błach,for
their unfailing help and guidance over the course of this volume’s
preparation.Wealso express aheartfelt thanks to the authorsof the
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papershere,andtoeveryonewhoparticipatedinorattendedthe2019
conference.theenlightenmentandtheFrenchrevolutionarematters
ofthepresenthour,andwearegreatlyencouragedtoknowthatinthis
veryhourtherearemenandwomenwhoseektruthundaunted.

tokyoandKashiwa,December2022
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