
A Bit of History

inliteratureonefindsvariousnamesfor themodeofphilosophizing
devisedatthecatholicUniversityoflublin1 inthe1950s:thelublin
PhilosophicalSchool,thelublinSchoolofclassicalPhilosophy,the
PolishSchoolofrealistPhilosophy,andevenlublinthomism.the
name“thelublinSchool”wasusedbyJerzyKalinowskiin1966.2 it
then appeared in the title of an interview conducted byWładysław
Stróżewski with MieczysławA. Krąpiec in 1968: “O filozoficznej
‘szkole lubelskiej’” (On the philosophical “lublin school”).3 Many
sources indicate also that Kalinowski used the term “école

The Relevance 
of the Lublin Philosophical School

to the Contemporary Intellectual Milieu

Studia Gilsoniana 11, no. 4 (September–December 2022): 595–616
iSSN2300–0066(print)
iSSN2577–0314(online)
DOi:10.26385/SG.110422

Agnieszka Lekka-Kowalik

Agnieszkalekka-Kowalik,JohnPauliicatholicUniversityoflublin,Poland
alekka@kul.pl•OrciD:0000-0002-4834-318X

1 thecatholicUniversity oflublin is known inPolish asKatolickiUniwersytet
lubelski,inthispaperregularlyreferredtobyitsacronym,“KUl.”

2 JerzyKalinowski,“Wzwiązkuztzw.metafizykąegzystencjalną,”[inrelationto
so-calledexistentialmetaphysics]Znak 142no.4(1966):452.

3 MieczysławA.Krąpiec“Ofilozoficznej‘szkolelubelskiej’,”[Onthephilosophi-
cal‘lublinschool’]Tygodnik Powszechny 22no.42:1,6.

Article —received:August12,2022•Accepted:October18,2022



philosophique lublinoise” in the journal Revue Philosophique de
Louvain inadiscussionofKUl’sphilosophicallegacy.Asitsfound-
ing fathers one usually lists: Mieczysław A. Krąpiec OP, Stefan
Swieżawski, Jerzy (George) Kalinowski, rev. Karol Wojtyła, rev.
Stanisław Kamiński. later one adds: Antoni B. Stępień, Stanisław
Majdański,rev.AndrzejMaryniarczyk,SisterZofiaJ.Zdybicka,rev.
MarianKurdziałek,tadeuszStyczeńSDS,andmanyothers.thereis
noreasontopresentherethehistoryoftheSchool,astherearemany
publicationsdevotedtothistopic.4 However,itisworthwhiletomen-
tionthemotivesbehindthecreationoftheSchool,asitisimportantfor
theSchool’srelevancetothecontemporaryculturalmilieu.thechief
founder of the School, Mieczysław A. Krąpiec, and his disciple
AndrzejMaryniarczyk, indicate threemain reasons. the first is the
pressure ofMarxism thatwas administratively imposed on all state
universities. “this ideologization of the teaching of philosophy,”
Krąpiec andMaryniarczyk claim, “threatened to shatter the founda-
tionsofhumanistic culturebybreaking the truthaboutmanand the
world,byenslaving freephilosophical thoughtby ideology.”5 in the
aboveidea,wealreadyhaveaglimpseoftwofeaturesoflublinphi-
losophy:truth-directednessandtherecognitionoftheculture-creative
roleofphilosophy.Wewillcomebacktotheseissuesinthenextsec-
tion.thesecondreasonwastheneedtorespondtootherpropositions
ofhowtophilosophize,suchasphenomenology,neo-positivism,and
various schoolsofanalyticphilosophy.So,philosophy is takenseri-
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4 Seeforexample:MieczysławA.KrąpiecandAndrzejMaryniarczyk,The Lublin
Philosophical School (lublin: Polskie towarzystwo tomasza z Akwinu, 2010);
MieczysławA.KrąpiecandAndrzejMaryniarczyk,“thelublinPhilosophicalSchool:
Founders,Motives,characteristics,”Studia Gilsoniana 4:4(October–December2015):
405–422;Agnieszkalekka-KowalikandPawełGondek,eds,The Lublin Philosophical
School: History—Conceptions—Disputes (lublin:WydawnictwoKUl2020;e-book).

5 MieczysławA. Krąpiec andAndrzejMaryniarczyk, “the lublin Philosophical
School:Founders,Motives,characteristics,”407.
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ouslyasasearchforanswerstofundamentalquestions.theexistence
ofmanymethodologicalproposalsofpracticingphilosophy,inconsis-
tentwithoneanother,isaproblemtobefaced.thisexplainsthethird
reason:theneed“todevelopanupdatedconceptionofclassicalrealis-
ticphilosophy(whichwasdeformedbySuárezianneo-scholasticism
and the essentialism of christian Wolff and Joseph Kleutgen).”6
Behindthatreasonthereliesaconvictionthatclassicalthinkershave
themost to say in philosophy (we, therefore, should return to their
originaltexts).Startingfromtheirideas,weshouldbeabletodeepen
theiranswerstofundamentalproblemsandtotakeupnewproblems
thatariseintherapidlyevolvingreality.
BeforeishowthecontemporaryrelevanceofthelublinSchool’s

mode of philosophizing, let us recall its basic methodological
approach.

Methodological Characteristics 
of the Lublin Mode of Philosophizing

therearetwoassumptionsofthelublinmodeofphilosophizing:the
intelligibilityoftheworldandthepossibilityofcognitiveaccesstoit,
which enables the objective apprehension of at least some of the
world’s aspects. thus, the School’s philosophy is not radically
assumption-less.itis,however,notanobjection,forthepossibilityof
buildingaphilosophywithoutanyassumptionsisitselfameta-philo-
sophicalassumption.
thecrucialfeatureoflublinphilosophyisrealism:everythingthat

exists–inthelanguageoftheSchool’smetaphysicscalled“being”–
maybecomeanobjectofresearch.theproperobjectshouldbeneu-
tral, i.e., it should enable our constant contactwith the investigated
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6 Ibid.
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object.So,realityisthefinalarbiterforourcognition.thisexplains
why truth is the goal of philosophical cognition. in a metaphysical
sense,thetruthistheagreementofabeingwiththeplanofitscreator.
inanepistemicsense,thetruthistheadaequatio intellectus et rei,for
whenwewishtocognizeabeing,wemust“adjust”ourintellecttothat
being–whatdistinguishescognitionfromimaginationorprojection.
So,thebeingisaproperobjectofourintellect.Whenweformulatea
resultofourcognition–aproposition–wesayhowthingsare.this
allowsustodistinguishcognitionfromerrorsorlying.
thesecondfeature–empiricism–followsfromtheacceptanceof

reality as an object and arbiter of cognition. Stanisław Kamiński
claims:“thetheoryofbeingistobeanobjectiveandpurelyrealistic
philosophy,andtherefore,initsstartingpointithastogetincontact
with the existing, concrete reality.”7 this contact is called “experi-
ence.”Humanexperiencesareofvariouskinds,andtherearenorea-
sonstolimita priori thescopeofthattermtothatwhichtheempirical
sciencescalled“experience.”theempiricalstartingpointofphiloso-
phizingandabroadunderstandingofexperienceguaranteestheopen-
ness of philosophy to ever-changing reality.Anything existingmay
becomeanobjectofinvestigation,evenifnoclassicalthinkerthought
ofit;aclassicalunderstandingofanobjectmightbedeepenedormod-
ified,andnewcategoriesmightbeintroduced.technologyserveshere
asanexample.theAristotelianunderstandingof techne isnotsuffi-
cient tograsp, for example, artificial intelligenceorvirtual realities.
empiricismandopennessareaccompaniedbytheradicalizedconcept
of cognition: the only direct cognition is captured in the existential
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7 StanisławKamiński,“theMethodsofcontemporaryMetaphysics,”inStanisław
Kamiński,On the Methods of Contemporary Metaphysics, trans. Maciej B. Stępień
(lublinandroma:PolskietowarzystwotomaszazAkwinuandSocietàinternazionale
tommasod’Aquino,2019),290.
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judgments“somethingexists,”butwhatitisandhowitexistsrequires
research.8
According to the School, the goal of philosophy is the ultimate

explanation of being. Some clarification is needed here.When one
claimsthatthetruthisthegoalofphilosophy,onereferstotherela-
tionshipbetweenstatementsandreality.Whenoneclaimsthatthegoal
ofphilosophyistoprovideanultimateexplanationofbeing,onerefers
totherelationshipbetweenstatementsandthecognitivesubject.the
explanationisananswertothequestionof“why”andthisisthecog-
nitive subject that asks questions. More precisely: the explanation
should indicate the ultimate and irrefutable causes of the cognized
ontic order. that is, it should indicate such factors the negation of
whichleadstoabsurdityoranaporia.thus,accordingtotheSchool,
philosophy is satisfiedneitherwithacritical analysisofknowledge,
norwith a reflection on the content of consciousness, norwith any
interpretationofsigns.itisanobject-orientedtypeofcognition.Such
philosophizing is subjected to logico-methodological rigor and criti-
cism,itsassertionsmustbeintersubjectivelycommunicableandjusti-
fiable.Howveryseriouslythefoundingfatherstookthisbasicrequire-
mentofrationalscholarlyactivity is testifiedbytheirarticlesonthe
methodologyofmetaphysics.9
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8 Notallrepresentativesof theSchoolagreewithsuchanunderstandingofdirect
cognition.SeeAgnieszkalekka-Kowalik,“AmicusPlato,sedMagisAmicaVeritas...
OnPhilosophicalDisputeswithinthelublinSchoolofclassicalPhilosophy,”inlekka-
-KowalikandGondek(eds),The Lublin Philosophical School: History–Conceptions–
–Disputes,217-258.

9 See for example: StanisławKamiński,MieczysławA.Krąpiec,Z teorii i meto -
dologii metafizyki [Onthetheoryandmethodologyofmetaphysics](lublin:tNKUl
1962;wyd.2,lublin:rWKUl1994);StanisławKamiński,On the Methodology of
Metaphysics, trans. Maciej B. Stępień (lublin and roma: Polskie towarzystwo
tomaszazAkwinuandSocietà internazionaletommasod’Aquino,2018);Stanisław
Kamiński,On the Methods of Contemporary Metaphysics, trans. Maciej B. Stępień
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thefeaturesdescribedaboveexplaintwootherfeatures:autonomy
andunity.inrelationtonaturalandsocialsciences,thehumanities,and
theology,philosophyisautonomous,forithasitsownempiricalstart-
ingpoint.thatstartingpointcannotbedataprovidedbyanyscholar-
lydiscipline,forsuchdataarealreadygraspedinthelanguageofthe-
ories of a concrete discipline. Such datamay of course become an
objectofphilosophicalresearch,asanyotherexistingbeing.contact
with reality allows us to develop various disciplines: generalmeta-
physics,epistemology,anthropology,ethics,thephilosophyofscience,
etc. each has its own empirical data as a starting point, and in this
sense,theyaremethodologicallyindependentofeachother.ifanew
kindofbeingoccurs,philosophymaydevelopanewdiscipline.thus,
philosophyexhibitsopennessinadoublesense:takingnewbeingsas
research objects and developing newdisciplines in response to new
experience.themethodologicalautonomyofphilosophy’sdisciplines
doesnotexcludetheunityofphilosophy:eachdomainhasthesame
goal,i.e.,toprovideanultimateexplanationoftheinvestigatedkindof
being,andinsearchingforsuchanexplanation,onerefersultimately
totheonticstructureofthatbeing.thisisthereasonwhymetaphysics
isatthecenteroftheSchool’sphilosophy.
two other features of the School’s philosophy should also be

stressed.thefirstishistoricism:inresearch,onetakesintoaccountthe
history of problems which allows one to discover within particular
philosophical systems,despite conceptualdifferentiation, theperma-
nent aspects of problems, as well as the influence which accepted
assumptions,researchmethods,modesofexplanationandjustification
executedontheinterpretationofthoseproblems.thisinturnmakesit
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possibletograspthenatureofaproblemanddiscoverwaysoffinding
asatisfactoryanswertoit.Oneneedstoemphasizethattheterm“his-
toricism”hasamethodologicalsensehere,anditdoesnotopenapath
to relativism.Historicismexplainswhydialogue is a properwayof
developing philosophy. the second feature is wisdom-directedness:
understandingthefoundationofreality,theplaceofthehumanbeing
inrealityandthemeaningofhumanlife, finding the truthabout the
good and taking the side of the good (theoretical and practicalwis-
dom).
Havingacceptedsuchanatureofphilosophy,theSchoolascribes

an important role tophilosophy.Kamińskiexplains: “themostpro-
foundandsubstantivelyaccuratecognitionoftheworld,andthehier-
archyofvalues,isindispensableforaproperhuman,culture-formative
activity.Philosophyshouldserveasaguideinthisendeavor,asitindi-
catesandultimatelyjustifiesintheonticorder,whyoneshouldprefer
certainvalue-formingbehaviors, uniformly solves issuesoutside the
scopeofparticulardomainsofculture(religion,morality,science,and
art).Finally,italsoprovidesthemeansofunderstandingthetransfor-
mationsofculture,togetherwiththecriteriaofevaluationofcultural
achievements.Philosophyis thereforeself-consciousness,as itwere,
of culture. it permeates culture, but it is not reduced to any of its
domains, merging them – through theory – in ways which enable
human beings to perfect themselves in a harmonious and complete
manner.Humanbeingsarecreatorsofculture,buttheythemselvesare
alsobeingformedbyit.Andforthisreason,philosophyshouldcon-
tributetothepersonalisticcharacterofculture,thatisdemonstratein
which way culture can be worthy of human beings and serve their
developmentthebest.”10 thisrolemakesanargumentforthereturnto
classical thinkers and historicism: “if philosophy has an enormous
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10 StanisławKamiński,“OntheNatureofPhilosophy,”inKamiński,On the Meta -
physical Cognition,206.
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influenceonhumanthinkingandacting,andthehumanbeingisforced
tophilosophize,thenhe/sheshoulddoitinaresponsiblemanner,mak-
inguseoftheaccomplishmentsofthegreatestthinkers.”11
is thisparadigmofphilosophizingstill relevant in thecontempo-

raryintellectualworld?intworemainingpoints,iwillargueforapos-
itiveanswertothisquestion.

The School’s Response 
to the Post-truth Conditions

AccordingtothelublinSchool,philosophyshouldbea“self-aware-
nessofculture”andtherefore–withitsempiricismandopenness–it
shouldbeabletorespondtoculturalphenomena.Oneofthemisaphe-
nomenoncalled“post-truth.”in1967,HannahArendtnoticedthatthe
realantagonistoffactualtruthisanopinion,ratherthanasimplelie.
Foraliaracceptsthedifferencebetweentruthandfalsityandconceals
afalsehoodunderthename“myopinion.”12 Fiftyyearslater,Daniel
Dennetclaimsthattherealdangerfacingusisthatwehavelostrespect
for the truth and facts.13 Wemay say that theopinion isnowestab-
lished as the truth and this is called the “post-truth condition.”the
term“post-truth”wasfirstusedbyStevetesichina1992article“A
Government of lies.”14 theword then became popular. in the year
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11 StanisławKamiński,“Wstęp,”[introduction]11.
12 Hannah Arendt, “truth and Politics,” in Hannah Arendt, Between Past and

Future: Eight Exercises in Political Thought (NewYork:VikingPress,1968),227-264.
itisarevisedtextthatwasoriginallypublishedinThe New Yorker,February25,1967.

13 carolecadwalladr,“interviewwithDanielDennett,”The Guardian,February12,
2017, https://www.theguardian.com/science/2017/feb/12/daniel-dennett-politics-bacte-
ria-bach-back-dawkins-trump-interview.

14 Steve tesich, “A Government of lies,” The Nation, January 6, 1992,
https://www.thefreelibrary.com/A+government+of+lies.-a011665982.
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2016,“post-truth”wasdeclaredbytheOxfordDictionariestobethe
“WordoftheYear.”AccordingtoThe Guardian,post-truthis“defined
bythedictionaryasanadjective‘relatingtoordenotingcircumstances
inwhichobjectivefactsarelessinfluentialinshapingpublicopinion
than appeals to emotion and personal belief.’”15 thus, i confront a
statementnotwithrealitybutwithmybeliefsandemotions/feelings–
ifitagreeswithmybeliefandilikeit,itistrue.itwouldbeanewdef-
initionoftruth:adaequatio intellectus et affectuum meorum.emotions
becomeanewcriterionoftruth.theterm“my”iscrucialhere.Since
myemotionsarenotlessimportantthantheemotionsofotherpeople,
thereisnoreasonwhyishouldtakethe“truth-recognizingemotions”
ofotherpeopleasmycriterion. inconsequence, there is“my truth”
and“yourtruth.”claimingthatacertainstatementistrueperseisseen
asimposingthatstatementonme.HowcantheSchool’sphilosophy
respondtothisphenomenon?
thefirstthingtonoticeisthatinthecaseofpost-truth,themindis

enclosedwithinitself.intheSchool’sphilosophy,theproperobjectof
intellectisbeing,sotheintellect s h o u l d  a c c e p t whatitrecognizes
asbeingsorganizedinwhat iscalled“afact.”it isanonticrelation.
Whenfactsarerejected,theintellectisdeprivedofitsproperobject,
andonecannotdistinguishbetweencognition,imagination,andwish-
fulthinking.thesituationisevenmorecomplicated.emotionsarea
kindofbeing,sotheymaybecomeanobjectofcognition.ifweuse
“myliking”asacriterionofthetruthofthestatementonmyemotions,
aregressus at infinitum occurs.Mylikingindicateswhatistruecon-
cerningmyemotions;butmylikingmaybeanobjectofresearch,so
nowmylikingisacriterionofthetruthofthestatementonmyliking...
theprocessmayberepeated.tostopthatprocess,oneneedstoarbi-
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15 AlisonFlood,“‘Post-truth’namedwordoftheyearbyOxfordDictionaries,”The
Guardian,November15,2016,https://www.theguardian.com/books/2016/nov/15/post-
truth-named-word-of-the-year-by-oxford-dictionaries.
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trarilydecidewhichemotionisanultimatearbiterofthetruth.thewill
andtheintellectareseparated.thisopensaroadtomanipulation.Of
course,onemaymanipulateyoubyselectingfactsorpresentingthem
inadistortedwaytogetyouracceptanceofathesis.Yet,factsarea
part of reality, so in many cases youmay consult facts and decide
whetherornotagiventhesisshouldbeaccepted.itismuchmoredif-
ficultwhenoneinfluencesemotions,foryoucannotconsultwhether
youremotionsconcerningfactsareproperornotwithregardtothose
facts,unlessyouturnyourintellecttofactsthemselves.
Hereanothercomplicationarises.Asnoticedabove,thetruthhasa

binding power, expressed bytadeusz Styczeń in the claim:What i
myselfstatedastrue,imustnotdeny.16 AccordingtoKarolWojtyła,
Styczeń, and Kamiński, this statement captures the original human
experience. in thatexperience,one is self-informedbothabout facts
and about being the author of a claim.And the self-imperative of
affirmingthetruthforitsownsakeoccurs–“Veritéoblige.”ifideny
whatimyself recognizeasa truth, i introduceanonticfracture into
myself:asacognitivesubject,irecognizethatthiscatisblack,butas
awillingsubject,irejectthatclaim.thisbindingpowerfollowsfrom
thefactthatiadjustmyintellecttoreality,andrealityisindependent
ofmycognition,will,andemotions.ifacatinfrontofmeisblack,it
isblack,regardlessofmylikingornotofthatfact.imightwishthat
the catwaswhite, imight have expected the catwould bewhite, i
mightimaginethecatiswhite–butthecatisatitis.Onceitakeemo-
tions as the factor establishing the truth of a statement, the binding
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16 SeetadeuszStyczeń,“etykajakoantropologianormatywna,”[ethicsasanor-
mativeanthropology]inWolność w prawdzie [Freedomintruth],tadeuszStyczeń,ed.
Kazimierz Krajewski (lublin: towarzystwo Naukowe KUl–instytut Jana Pawła ii
KUl, 2013), 313-349. Also Agnieszka lekka-Kowalik, “Metodologicznie zasadny
punktwyjściaetykijakonauki,”[themethodologicallyfoundedstartingpointofethics
asascience]Ethos 122(2018):346-363.
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poweroftruthdisappears.thisfacthasfurtherconsequences.When
the reality makes the truth of a statement, i and everybody else is
boundbythattruth.Hereweareequals:neithersocialstatus,norgen-
der,norreligion,norpoliticalstancepreventsusfromthecognitionof
the truth; and none of these factors guarantees that we cognize the
truth.So,asacognitivesubjectineedtoenterintoadialogwithmy
equalsand take theircognitive resultsseriously. if there isadispute
betweenus,thereexistsanexternalarbiter:reality.Anditmighteven
turnoutthatwewereallmistaken.ifemotionsaretakenasacriterion
of truth, theymake us equal in a certain sense –my emotion is as
importantasyours.Yet,forme,myemotionisdecisiveinwhatstate-
mentishouldaccept,foryou–yours.Andthereisnoexternalarbiter
todecidebetweenus.“Mytruth”hasastatusofmyopinion.So,what
remainstodecidewhichstatementshouldbeacceptedispower.Arendt
isthereforerightwhensheclaimsthatopinionisaprerequisiteofall
power.17 thus, the analysis of the phenomenon of post-truth in the
lublinSchool’sparadigmallowsus toevaluate thisdevelopmentof
culture: despite hopes, it does not liberate the human person from
power,butsubjectshertopower.Onlytherecognitionoftheexistence
ofthetruthanditsbindingpowerisliberating.

The School’s Philosophy 
as a Framework for Doing Science

After centuries of claiming that science is value-neutral, nowadays
thereseemstobeageneralagreementthatscienceisvalue-laden.the
value-ladennessmeansthataresearcherhastomakevaluejudgments
in order to complete a research and draw its consequences. those
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17 Arendt,“truthandPolitics”,233.

The Relevance of the Lublin Philosophical School...



value-judgmentsdonotoccurinpapersandtextbooks,buttheyarea
partofscientificargumentation.theneedforvalue-judgmentsshows
itselfwhenwerealizethattheresearchisaseriesofdecisions:what
shouldbeinvestigatedandunderwhataspects,whatmethodsshould
beused(includingforexample,experimentaldesign),howtointerpret
thecollecteddata,andwhichtheoryissuitableforinterpretation,and
towhom results should be presented and inwhat way.18 And since
researchisacollectiverationalactivity,suchdecisionsmustbejusti-
fied.
AfterthomasKuhn’sanalysis,thepresenceofvalue-judgmentsin

scienceisaccepted.Kuhn,inhispaper“Objectivity,value-judgements
andatheory-choice,”19 asksthequestionofwhatarefeaturesofagood
theory.Hementionsthenconsistency,generality,simplicity,andfruit-
fulness,andsomemorefeatures.Yet–heclaims–anyattempttouse
themencountersthreekindsofproblems:(a)scientistsmayunderstand
themdifferently,asnoneofthosefeaturesisprecise;(b)theymaysee
their hierarchy differently, and (3) theremight be conflicts between
them,forexampleamoregeneraltheorymightbeatthesametimeless
simple.Kuhnconcludesthatvariousscientists,eventhosewhoshare
therelevantcriteria,maymakedifferentdecisionsastowhichtheory
shouldbeaccepted.thereisnoalgorithmformakingsuchjudgments.
Scientificcriteriadonotworkasrulestobefollowedbutratherasval-
ues influencingscientific judgments.those“values”arecalledepis-
temicorcognitiveandtheyare“indicators”thatagiventheoryreal-
izesthegoalofscience.20

606

18 See Piotr Francuz and robertMackiewicz,Liczby nie wiedzą, skąd pochodzą
[Numbersdon’tknowwheretheycomefrom](lublin:rWKUl,2005),XXi-XXii.

19 thomasKuhn,“Objectivity,ValueJudgements,andtheory-choice,”inthomas
Kuhn, The Essential Tension: Selected Studies in Scientific Tradition and Change
(chicago:UniversityofchicagoPress,1977),320-329.

20 Someauthors,forexamplelarrylaudan,distinguishbetweenepistemicandcog-
nitivevalues,butthisdistinctionisnotrelevantfortheissuediscussedhere.
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However,notonlyepistemicvaluesareatstakeinscience.toshow
this fact, let us consider an example developed byrichardrudner.
rudner claims that scientists qua scientistsmakemoral value judg-
ments.Aresearcheracceptsorrejectsahypothesis.Sincenoscientific
hypothesis isevercompletelyverified,ascientistmustmakeadeci-
sionthattheevidenceissufficientlystrongtowarranttheacceptance
ofahypothesis.rudnerclaimsthatdecidinghowstrongevidenceis
“strongenough”isafunctionoftheethicalimportancethatweascribe
toamistake.thatis,whenaresearcherisaskedwhysheneedsmore
evidence for that particular hypothesis and argumentation is pressed
farenough,atacertainpointaresearchersays:becauseifimakean
error and accept a false hypothesis, morally relevant consequences
occur(forexample,ahumanperson’slifemightbethreatened).thus,
atleastinsomecases,intheprocessofjustifyingtheacceptanceofa
hypothesis, amoralvalue judgmentoccurs.there areother steps in
scientificresearchthatalsorequirevaluejudgments.21 Scienceisthen
“nested” in philosophy that specifies the goal of science andmoral
(and other types of) values.Here the problem arises: if value judg-
ments are subjective a n d  they are necessary in scientific research,
science is losing its objectivity (thereby intensifying the distrust of
facts).Wearethenlefteitherwithanideathattherearevarioussci-
ences (feminist science, aboriginal science) or that science has an
instrumentalvalue.thisisapostmodernconclusion,expressedwellby
StanleyAronowitz,thatscienceisbestseenasasociallyconstructed
discoursethatlegitimatesitspowerbypresentingitselfastruth.22 this
statementmustbewell-understood. it is true that science is socially
constructed, for scientific knowledge i s a result of collaborative
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21 See Agnieszka lekka-Kowalik, Odkrywanie aksjologicznego wymiaru nauki
[Discoveringtheaxiologicalaspectofscience](lublin:WydawnictwoKUl,2008).

22 StanleyAronowitz,Science as Power: Discourse and Ideology in Modern Society
(Minneapolis:UniversityofMinnesotaPress,1988).
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action,andhypothesesgainastatusofknowledgeduringdebates.And
itistruethatscienceispowerinadoublesense.itmakesitpossibleto
constructtechnologythatenhanceshumanpower,anditparticipatesin
thedivisionofpoliticalandsocialpowerbyprovidingrelevantknowl-
edgeandinstrumentstothosewhopaidforresearch.Weshouldrec-
ognizethesefactswithoutnecessarilypresupposingthatscienceonly
“legitimizes itspowerbypresenting itselfas truth,” forsciencepos-
sessespowerbecauseitisabletoachievetruthsabouttheworkingsof
theworld.However,inordertoclaimthat,weneedtoshowthatvalue
judgments–atleastthosethatarenecessaryfordoingscience–have
truth-values. the lublin School is able to do this. As Stanisław
Kamińskiclaims,valuejudgmentsalreadypresupposeanunderstand-
ingofwhatvaluesare.inaccordancewiththeSchool’sapproach,val-
ues are seen as a kind of being, but not as members of a separate
domainbutasrealrelationalbeings,i.e.propertiesofanentitythatis
relatedtothepersonalbeing(heractsofcognitionandvolition).this
isanonticrelation,anditgroundsanobjectiveunderstandingofval-
ues.23 thus,atleastincertaincases,avaluejudgmentgraspsthatrela-
tionandthereforecanbetrueorfalse.Suchjudgmentsmaybeusedin
scientificargumentationwithoutanyfearthatsciencelosesobjectivi-
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23 For a detailed discussion, see StanisławKamiński, “Owartości jako kategorii
antropologicznej,” [On value as an anthropological category] Roczniki Filozoficzne
[Annals of Philosophy] 31 no. 2 (1983): 105-115. the ontological relational under-
standingofvaluesallowsonealsotosolvetheHumeanproblemofinferring“ought”
from“is”,seetadeuszStyczeń,Etyka jako antropologia normatywna. W sprawie epis-
temologicznie zasadnego i metodologicznie poprawnego punktu wyjścia etyki, czyli od
stwierdzenia: „jest tak” – „nie jest tak” do naczelnej zasady etycznej. Quaestio dispu-
tata [ethicsasanormativeanthropology.inthematteroftheepistemologicallyfound-
edandmethodologicallycorrectstartingpointofethics,thatisfromthestatement“itis
so” – “it is not so” to the supreme ethics principle.Quaestio disputata], in Styczeń,
Dzieła zebrane [collected works], vol. 4,Wolność w prawdzie [Freedom in truth],
ed. KazimierzKrajewski(lublin:towarzystwoNaukoweKUl–instytutJanaPawłaii
KUl,2013),313-349.
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ty.Moreover,thisunderstandinglocatesvaluesinapersonalisticcon-
text(theSchoolalsooffersaconceptoftheperson,andthisconceptis
normative)whatallowsustoseescientifictruthsasthegood f o r  the
humanpersonandthereforeusethegood o f  thehumanpersonasa
criterionfordecisionsinresearch.inthisperspective,itisthehuman
person that is the ultimate goal of science. Science should serve the
developmentoftheperson’spotentialitiestobecomethepersonasthe
humanpersonshouldbe–thisiswhybecominga“betterandmoreeffi-
cientmurderer”isnotthefulfillmentofhumanperson.itbecomesespe-
ciallyobviouswhenonegivesaBaconiananswertothequestionofthe
goalofscience:researchisdevelopedtoimprovehumanlife.However,
withouttheunderstandingofwhoisthehumanperson,theconceptof
improvementhasthefoundationonlyinthesubject’swill.Onegroup
ofpeoplemayseedrugsasimprovingtheirlife–inresponse,science
shouldproduceeverbetterdrugs.Anothergroupmayseetherecovery
fromdrugaddictionasanimprovement–soscienceshouldelaborate
suchcures.thus,withouttherealisticconceptofthehumanpersonand
hergood,scienceis“blindtovalues”andremainsinthehandsofthose
whoareabletocommissionresearch.inshort,thelublinSchool’sphi-
losophynotonlyjustifiesthepresenceofvaluejudgmentsinscience,
butalsodefendsscienceagainsttreatingitas“mindstohire.”

Conclusions

thepaperargues that thelublinSchool’sphilosophydevised in the
1950s is still relevant for facing contemporary problems.this rele-
vanceisaconsequenceofitsmethodologicalcharacteristics,especial-
lyitsrealism,empiricism,opennesstonewdata,logico-methodologi-
calrigorofargumentation,truth-andwisdom-directedness,cognitive
maximalism(thesearchfortheultimateandirrefutableexplanationof
any being), historicism, autonomy, and unity.thesemethodological
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featuresmakeaconsistent and integratedunity, i.e., theydependon
eachotherandmutuallyexplaineachother.Onemaythenseethemas
constitutinga specificparadigmofphilosophizing.According to the
School,aphilosophybuiltwithinsuchaparadigmisabletofulfilla
fundamentalroleincultureandsociallife.Philosophyisaself-aware-
ness of culture and allows us to evaluate the directions of cultural
changesbydeterminingwhetherculturebecomesmorepersonalistic.
theSchooloccurredasaresponsetotheMarxismadministrative-

ly imposed on Polish universities. Paradoxically, bothMarxists and
philosophers from thecatholicUniversity of lublin agreed in their
diagnosisofthesignificanceofphilosophyforcultureandsociallife.
However, the former, following Karl Marx’s famous maxim that
“philosophershaveonly interpreted theworld, invariousways.the
point,however,istochangeit,”wantedtoharnessphilosophyintheir
fight for a communist society, to subjugate truth topolitics, and the
experienceoftherealworldtoana priori construction.thelatterfol-
lowedtheprogramofphilosophyfaithfultothetruthaboutrealityand
believedthatonlythenwouldphilosophyfulfillitsroleinsocietyand
culture.thedefenseofthusunderstoodphilosophygrewinthosedays
tothestatusofamoraltask.
Marxism is not imposed on researchers, but the truth about the

worldandhumanbeingsisthreatenedagain.itisthenstillamoraltask
totakeupcontemporaryphenomenatoshowwhethertheymakecul-
turemorepersonalistic.inthispaper,ipresentedtwosuchphenome-
naconsideredwithintheparadigmofthelublinSchool:post-truthand
thevalue-ladennessofscience.theanalysisofthefirstphenomenon
considers the consequences of changing the criterion of truth from
facts to emotions and previous beliefs. the conclusion is that this
changethreatensthehumanperson,foritexcludesfromourdebatesan
“independentarbiter”:reality,thereforemakingpowerthefinalarbiter.
theexistenceof“mytruth”and“yourtruth”doesnotliberateasub-
jectfromintellectualoppression.Onthecontrary,itmakesthepower
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(financial,political,military)adecisivefactorinestablishing–notdis-
covering–whatistrue.itisworthwhiletoquoteherethewarningof
cardinal Josephratzinger: “in aworldwithout truth, however, one
cannotkeeponliving;evenifwesupposethatwecandowithouttruth,
westillfeedonthequiethopethatithasnotyetreallydisappeared,just
asthelightofthesuncouldremainforawhileafterthesuncameto
an end, momentarily disguising the worldwide night that had start-
ed.”24 thesecondphenomenonhereconsideredisthevalue-ladenness
ofscience,i.e.thefactthatvaluejudgmentsarepartofscientificargu-
mentation.thelublinSchool’sphilosophyprovidesaframework in
whichthatphenomenoncanbeunderstoodwithoutnegatingthecog-
nitivestatusofscience.
theanalysisofthetwophenomenaisinitsfoundationsbasedon

decontradictification:indicatingsuchfactorsthatifonerejectsthem,
onehastorejectthephenomenoninquestion.Andinbothcasesthe
argumentationisbasedontherecognitionofonticrelations:inthecase
ofpost-truth,itistherelationoftheintellecttobeing,andinthecase
ofthevalue-ladennessofscience,therelationofbeings(propertiesof
being)tothehumansubject.Wemayalsoevaluatethephenomenonin
question.thedevelopmentofpost-truthconditionsthreatenstheratio-
nalityandfreedomofthehumanpersonandtherebymakescultureless
personalistic. the understanding of science as value-laden supports
personalisticculture,foritallowsustodevelopscienceasagoodfor
theperson.therearealsootherphenomenaincontemporaryculture
that could have been consideredwithin the paradigm of the lublin
School.thereis,forexample,thedebateoverpersonhood:ontheone
hand,theconceptofpersonisextendedtorefertosomeanimals(the
GreatApeMovement),andontheotherhand,itisignoredinthetran-
shumanistprojecttodeveloppost-humanbeings.thereisalsoadebate
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24 Josephratzinger,“WhyiAmStillinthechurch,”21April2021,https://www.
preasfantatreime.ro/en/blog/2021/04/19/why-i-am-still-in-the-church.
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onthevalueoftechnology:neitherartifactsnortechnologicalprogress
arevalue-neutral,butweneedanaxiologicalframeworktodevelopa
responsetothisfact–beittechnologyAssessmentorValue-Sensitive
Design.Also,thedevelopmentofAiopensanarrayofproblems.But
whathasbeenpresentedinthepaperconstitutesagoodargumentthat
the lublin School’s philosophy can successfully face contemporary
intellectual problems in culture. Moreover, the analysis shows that
after70years, thedefenseof truth and realism inphilosophizingas
wellasdefendingphilosophyasascholarlydisciplineisstillneeded.
itisnotthensurprisingthatJohnPaulii–KarolWojtyławhowasa
memberoftheSchool–inhisencyclicalletterFides et Ratio claims:
“With itsenduringappeal to thesearchfor truth,philosophyhas the
greatresponsibilityofformingthoughtandculture;andnowitmust
striveresolutelytorecoveritsoriginalvocation.”25 thepaperindirect-
lyshowsthatthelublinSchoolstrivestofulfilltheoriginalvocation
ofphilosophy.26
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25 John Paul ii, Fides et Ratio, https://www.vatican.va/content/john-paul-
ii/en/encyclicals/documents/hf_jp-ii_enc_14091998_fides-et-ratio.html,point6.

26 For discussion of this issue seeAgnieszka lekka-Kowalik, “the Vocation of
Philosophy and Philosophy as aVocation”, inLogos et Musica. In Honorem Summi
Romani Pontificis Benedicti XVI, e. Szczurko, t. Guz, H. Seidl (eds.), Frankfurt a.
Main, Peter lang 2012, 277-291;Agnieszka lekka-Kowalik, “O rozumieniu, jakie
niesiefilozofia,”[Ontheunderstandingwhichphilosophybrings]inFilozof wpatrzony
w naturę i to, co boskie. Księga pamiątkowa z okazji Jubileuszu urodzin i pracy
naukowej na KUL Księdza Profesora Andrzeja Maryniarczyka SDB [Philosophergaz-
ingatnatureandatwhatisdivine.AcommemorativebookontheoccasionofFr.Prof.
AndrzejMaryniarczyk SDB’s birthday and anniversary of scientific work at KUl],
tomaszDuma,ArkadiuszGudaniec, Zbigniew Pańpuch, Katarzyna Stępień, Paulina
Sulenta(eds.)(Academicon,lublin2020),657-679.
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therelevanceofthelublinPhilosophicalSchool
tocontemporaryintellectualMilieu

SUMMArY
theterm„lublinPhilosophicalSchool”referstothemodeofphilosophizing
devisedinthe1950’satthecatholicUniversityoflublin.Afterabriefhisto-
ry,thepaperfirstdiscussessomemethodologicalfeaturesofthismodeandthe
social role of philosophy as a self-awareness of culture. employing the
School’sphilosophy,thepaperthenconsiderstheissueofpost-truthandthatof
thevalue-ladennessofscience.thepost-truthapproachreplacesevidencewith
emotions,andinconsequence,argumentationisreplacedwithpower.thisin
turn threatens thehumanperson,her rationalityandfreedom.Admitting that
scienceisvalue-ladenandvaluesaresubjectiveleadstodenyingthecognitive
statusofscience.lublinphilosophyofferssuchaconceptofvalueandscien-
tificknowledgewhichallowsonetosolvetheproblemcreatedbythevalue-
ladennessofscience.thus,thepapershowsthatthelublinSchool’sphiloso-
phycanprovideanswers tocontemporaryproblemsandevaluate intellectual
developmentsofculture.

Keywords:lublinPhilosophicalSchool,realism,empiricism,truth,post-truth,
science,values,vocationofphilosophy
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